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ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING TREE TRIMMING, 
CU'ITING, AND REMOVAL BY PUBLIC UTlLlTlES 

WHEREAS, the County of Champaign, State of Illinois is a baly corporate and politic organized and existing under 
the Constitution and laws of the Sate of Illinois, and 

WHEREAS, the County of Champaign is empowered to take all necesmy measures to encourage the maintenance 
and planting of trees and the preservation of forem in accordance with the provisiom of Chapter 55, Act 5, Section 
5-1005(11) ofthe Illinois Compiled Statutes (2w4), and 

WHEREAS, for several Ym. differences of opinion have existed concerning the ability ofpublic utilities to cut, 
trim, or remove trees from public utility essements over the objections of the owners of such tires, and 

WHEREAS, the Champaign Cwnty Board finds that a significant number of mes and forested areas, constihlting a 
significant portion of the trees and forested areas located within the County of Champaign, are located within such 
public utility easements, and 

WHEREAS, the Champaign County Board finds that trees, bushes, and shrubs within such utility easemems within 
Champaign County, and particularly those located within electrical utility easements, have knowingly and 
deliberately been cut, trimmed, or removed by such utilities m a manner which ex& legitimate concerns for the 
delivery of sewices, panicularly elearicity, or for the safety of the persons and property of the publii and oftbe 
utilities and their empbyecs and agents, and 

WHEREAS, the Champaign County Board has determined that ercessive culting ormmming of has, bushes, and 
shrubs within such public utility easements adversely impacts the maintenance and preservation of- and forests 
within Champaign County, and 

WHEREAS, the Champaign County Board acknowledges the kgitimate inrerest of public utilities in clearing 
vegetation within their e m t s  withim Champaign County in such a manner as to mure unimmpted utility 
service to customers within Champaign County and elsewhere and to ensure the safely of their employees, agents, 
and properly and the safety of the public, and 

WHEREAS, the Champaign County Board fmds that the continued presence of mature trees, bushes, and shrubs is 
mxssary for the preservation of the forests located within Champaign Coumy and that the rcpplacrmrm of mature 
trees, bushes, and shrubs damaged or destroyed by excessive cutting or trimming with younger or replacrment plamS 
is not sufficient to preserve thme forests, and 

WHEREAS, the Champaign County Board finds that it is necessary to regulate the planting of- within the public 
utility easements existing from time to time within the colmty ofchampaign to avoid interference with the delivery 
of utility services to the residents of Champaign County and to p e n t  the aeStiw of hazards to the persons and 
property of the residents of Champaign County and to the propeny and anployecs ofpublii utilities, and 

WHEREAS, the Champaign County Board passed Ordinance No. 564 on lune 2,1998, and 

WHEREAS, since the passage of Champaign County Ordinance No. 561, m i n  concerns have been addressed to 
Champaign County by its residents and by utilities opaating within champaign b n t y ,  and 

WHEREAS, due to the afomentioned c w c w s  ofthe residents of champaign County and utilities Operating 
therein, the Champaign County Board elects to enact this Ordinance and repeal Ordinance 564 as ofthe ef€ectiVe 
date of this Ordinance, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED AS FOLLOWS: 



Section One: It shall be unlawful to cut, trim, or remove any tree, bush, shrubbuy, or MY portion thereof within any 
public utility easement within the unincorpmued arem of Champaign County except m accordrmoe with the 
standards and requirements set forth herein. Nothing in this ordinance shall be deedned to prevent ami& trimming, 
or removal of trees, bushes, or !h&bery by theii o m s ) .  Funherm~e, n o u t i  in Ki  d i  shall prevent the 
landowner of a pmperty from consenting to the immsdiate cutting, trimming or removal of any trey bushes, or 
shrubby by a public utility, elehic cooperative, nr municipal utility. The landown= musf give written comnt  on 
a document that details what cutting bimming, or removal of trees, bushes, or shrubbery will be perfiied by the 
public utility, electric cooperative, or municipal utility for the consent fivm the landorma to be valid. 

Section Two: Nothing m this ordinance shall be interpmed as requiring deviation fiom any applicable standards of 
OSHA regulating the manner in which trees may be trimmed in proximity to power lines or other utility fixtures or 
any state or federal safety regulations. 

Section Three: Nothing in thii ordinance shall be interpreted as preventing any public utility, electric cooperative, or 
municipal utility from trimming or removing sees, bushes, or shrubs or partions thereof for the purpose of restoring 
utility Senice which has been intenupted by such vegetation or portions thereof. 

Section Four: No public utility, electric cooperative, or municipal utility shall remove. trim, or cm any me, bush, or 
shrubbery or any portion thereof within its utility easemen8 except to the extern ~ c e s s ~ ~ y  to prrvent interruption of 
or interference with the delivery of utility services or to proteu the persons and properly of the residents of 
Champaign County or IO protect the propmy and penons of the utility. its agents, and employees. 

Section Five: In addition tn the foregoing, the following clearance standards shall be observed and shall not be 
exceeded by any public utility, electric cooperative, or municipal utility m the cutting, trimming, or removal of trees, 
bushes, and shrubbery fkom their easements in relation to ekcaic wires or lines: 

TABLE OF MAXIMUM ELECTRJC LINE CLEARANCES (IN FEET) 

Clearance u p  601 S,00l Aerial Cable Aerial cable Aerial cable 
Between Lines to to to 2,400 to 12,501 to Over 
And Trees 600V S.ooOV 12.500V 12500V so.oO0v so.ooQ 
From Sidds) 2 R  4 A. 6 A. 4 A. 10 A. Idl 
Line 1 

Em* u nderLines 4 ft. 6li. 18. 7 A. 8 A. (dl 
Growth Over Lines 2 A. 4 R  8 A. 6 A. IC) b) 

For interpretation ofthe foRgoing table, the following shall apply: 
(a) Limbs over 2 inches in diameter which may sway into or otherwise contact lines may be trimmed or ranOVCd; 
(b) N o l p e r m M ,  
(c) All ovexhead growth should be kept to a minimum; 
(d) Alltrees,bushes,andshrubbQyorpartionsthereofwithin 12feetofthemaxhnlansagorswayof~~inesor 
wires at the point at which such are located may be remmod, and 
(e) Y" refen m volts. 

All trees located beside or adjacent to, rather than beneath, wires or lines shall be trimmed by mlling the top of the 
tree to the extent necessary to prevent the tree from falling into the lines or wires for W (3) yeer~. 

As electric wires and lines sag due to hot weather and other ~ausfs, and may swing sideways due to wind and other 
hctors, the greatest sag and sway occurring at mid span, the above stated line clearances shall be measured from the 
maximum distances such lines will sag or sway at the place at which such 

Section Six: All public utilities, electric cooperatives, or municipal utilitis shall giw no less than 21 days witten 
notice and no more than 90 days written notice, of their intent to cut, trim, or remove any bushes, or slrmbbery 
within their utility ea~anents within Champaign County to the owners of bushes, or 
shrubbery are located and to the County of Champaign, setting forth pmperties affect4 the approxhnate number of 

busheq or shnrbbery lo fad .  

PWitY On which such 


